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 Familiar Faces in Familiar Places
   

 We are all creatures of habit. And that’s just as true of church as home.It doesn’t take long in attending a
 church before you have a favorite seat in the pews that you return to. Sometime you might make a
 change to sit with a new friend, but often we tend to settle into one spot that feels comfortable and just
 stay there—for years.
  
 And chances are that many others, in their settled places, know where you tend to sit, and you know
 where others usually are. It is like the family living room. That’s partly how we know if someone is
 missing.
  
 In my childhood home I knew never to sit in my father’s chair—unless my father was absent. It wasn’t that
 he would get upset about it—it was just his space. It was a given. It is also curious, thinking back, but my
 mother didn’t have such a space.
  
 Of course, when guests visit church they have no idea where all the favorite seats are and the ushers are
 not exactly in a position to try to direct guests according to a seating chart. So one of the inevitable
 moments in church life is when you come to church…and…find someone sitting where you normally are.
 Depending on your experience, it can range from mildly disorienting to jarring. You might forget about it in
 two minutes or you may spend the rest of the service feeling distracted.
  

 Of course, the days of pew rentals is long, long past. Up until the early 20th century, it was a convenient
 way to fully lay claim to a pew space (and raise church funds), for those with the means to pay. It wasn’t
 of course very hospitable and it enforced a pernicious kind of social status within church, but churches
 weren’t necessarily concerned with hospitality then. Now churches are generally much more aware of the
 critical importance of hospitality--especially as our larger culture tilts in so many directions other than
 active religious life.
  
 I have had the unfortunate experience in past years of trying to encourage unchurched people to visit
 their local Episcopal church only to have two reports of being abruptly asked to move from the seat they
 had taken because they were sitting in someone’s place. Needless to say, this was not a very pleasant
 first experience of an Episcopal church.
  
 So, there’s a practical matter—and even more important for our era--of what to do when you find yourself
 exiled from that favorite seat. Does it mean you have lost it forever?
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 Here’s my recommendation, for what it’s worth. I realize that in saying this, I don’t ever have to worry
 about someone taking my seat! But maybe this will be helpful anyway.

1. Take that Sunday as an opportunity to sit with someone else you really like at church and enjoy
 their company.

2. If you realize you have trouble hearing then try a spot nearer the front and see how that works. If
 you are normally seated in the very back and you sometimes find the organ too loud, then try a
 seat more near the middle or front.

3. It isn’t a bad idea anyway to once and awhile shift to a completely different section of the nave
 (where the pews are) for a different experience of worship. It can be interesting. And contrary to
 stories I’ve heard, Democrats and Republicans are not restricted to different sides of the aisle! :)

4. Make a point to greet and meet after church the people who sat in your pew--without of course
 telling them they sat in your spot. :) It will make you feel better to know the folks—and it will make
 their morning nicer too.

5. If you are really concerned that you might lose your favorite spot to a newcomer then there is one
 sure way to get your seat: Come a little earlier. :) 

Peace in the Pews,
 Miles+
  

Community Thanksgiving
 Service at Grace

  
 Tuesday, November 24, 7pm

  
This year, in conversation with South Plains Presbyterian Church, an effort is underway to plan a
 Community Thanksgiving Service to be held at Grace on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.
 Pastor Kevin Channell will be sending out invitations to neighboring churches in
 Cismont/Keswick.
  
 Pastor Channell will preach, there will be some form of joint music, and there will be a
 food/money collection for the food bank.
  
 Of course, there will still be the Blessing of the Hounds on Thanksgiving Day. 
Miles+
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Sunrise essay and photos by Don Cady

 Dear Friends in Christ,
  
 I am writing this reflection after getting up early, walking to the beach as the light of the first dawn began
 to spread over the ocean.  With camera in hand, my mission was to wait for the sunrise, that moment
 when the sun’s orange and yellow flame breaks the ocean’s surface at the horizon.
  
 But as I stood and paced at the water’s edge, I began to get inpatient.  It had to be soon; why was it
 taking so long? 
  
 Then it happened.  Not the sun, but God!  What I saw was the face of God coming again to shine into and
 over our world. Over our lives and our very being.
  
 As I walked back from the beach, I began to think about my impatience—my impatience that God was not
 on my timetable.  But as I continued to reflect on my impatience, I started to understand that I was
 viewing the sunrise of God’s face from a very limited perspective.  I began to understand that I was
 looking only at the singular moment whereas God is looking at a lifetime.  God’s view is of eternity.
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 And then as I looked back towards the ocean, I started to consider that my task, each of our tasks when
 waiting for a sunrise is trusting, choosing to believe that God does have a schedule and that his timing
 will be perfect.
  
 Moreover, there are horizons within our hearts where God is looking to bring about a sunrise.  He acts in
 his timing with grace and loving kindness.  If we get impatient and focus only on one idea, the one thing
 we want, we can very easily miss the glory and splendor of everything God is doing.
           
 May God’s love and grace be always with you at each morning’s sunrise.
 
                                                                         Faithfully,
  
                                                                         Don+

 

How Parents Impact
 Children's
 Spirituality
 
by Suzanne Nash, DCE

This summer I drove to Sewanee, TN to attend

 the Godly Play Conference where over 250 men

 and women gathered from all over the world to

 learn and share ideas based on Jerome

 Berryman’s Godly Play teaching style.  While

 many of the workshops discussed methods and

 ways to bring this unique way of cultivating

 spiritual literacy to our children, one workshop

 was devoted to the questions posed above.

This study was conducted by Annette Mahoney,

 Ph.D. of Bowling Green State University and I

 thought I would share her findings…. as it is

 important when you decide whether attending

 church and formation classes impacts your child

 through the years. What you do truly matters

 more than you know!

 I know how hard it is sometimes to get your

 family ready for church: to push, prod and listen

 to the complaints that often accompany church

 attendance, especially once they hit the teenage

 years….but remember that your faith and your

 spirituality influence and help your children

 immensely.  Sitting in a church service together

 and seeing a parent worshipping is a gift we give
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 our youth and one that means a great deal in

 many ways.  What you teach them by attending

 services together impacts them greatly…and

 discussing your belief with them is a way to bring

 them closer to a spiritual intimacy that will serve

 them a life time!
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Café Grace:
A Sunday Adult Formation Opportunity 

Each Sunday, 10-10:45am
Parish Hall

Café Grace is a new Christian formation gathering for adults on Sunday mornings. The primary resource this year will
 be We Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren. McLaren, a non-denominational pastor and well-known author,
 provides an accessible overview of basic Christian themes for honest, living, and growing faith in today’s world. We
 will also intersperse our conversation with other helpful topics of interest with the assistance of the clergy, Susan
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 Randolph LPC, and other laity.
 
There will be no need to buy the book, but you may. There is no homework. You don’t have to attend every Sunday. If
 you have children or youth then they will be able to participate in their own program downstairs at the same time.
 Visitors are welcome.
 
To participate, all you have to do is attend.
G. Miles Smith

The Fall Wednesday Night
 Adult Forum at Grace

  

Eight Wednesdays
 October 14 – December 9
 (omitting November 25)

 7:00-8:30pm
 Parish Hall

Every Sunday Episcopalians stand together to recite the creed,
 professing in unison the beliefs they share. For most Christians,
 the creed functions as a sort of “ABC” of what it means to be a
 Christian and to be part of a worldwide movement. Few people,
 however, know the source of this litany of beliefs, a topic that is
 further confused by the fact that there are two different creeds:
 the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed.
  
 Luke Timothy Johnson, a New Testament scholar at Candler
 School of Theology at Emory University, clarifies the history of
 the creed. By connecting the deep theological conflicts of the
 early church with the conflicts and questions facing Christians
 today, faith is revealed as a dynamic and living process, and the
 creed just as relevant today as ever.
  
 The forum will be based on select weekly chapter readings,
 facilitated by clergy and lay leaders, and focusing primarily on
 discussion between the participants.
  
 Any parishioner or community member is welcome to attend.
 New members are especially invited.
  
 To participate in this class, you will need the following:

Be prepared to attend all sessions, as much as possible.
Please register your intent to participate by notifying
 Angie Wilfong (ParishAdministrator@gracekeswick.org
 or 293-3549).
You are responsible for obtaining your own copy of the
 book. It is available in multiple formats.
Link to purchase online at Amazon 
Read the Introduction and Chapters One and Two by
 October 14.

The forum will begin with a gathering at 7pm. The discussion will
 begin at 7:15 promptly and end at 8:30 sharp.

mailto:ParishAdministrator@gracekeswick.org
http://www.amazon.com/Creed-What-Christians-Believe-Matters/dp/0385502486/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1442412868&sr=1-1&keywords=the+creed
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Cents and Centsibilities
STEWARDSHIP IS USING THE GIFTS THAT GOD GIVES US

 TO DO THE WORK GOD CALLS US TO DO.      

Lois Post and the Stewardship Team

September is a wonderful time at Grace—the time of the year when activity flourishes.  Miles,Carol and
 Don have returned from well deserved vacations.  Services are back to 9 and 11 AM with the pews full,
 Michael and the Choir in their places and Godly Play, Christian Education, and Adult Formation beginning
 an exciting new schedule. It is also the time when the Treasurer and Vestry look at the actual pledge
 contributions and wrestle with ways of balancing this year’s budget.  As of    August 31, paid pledges
 totaled $173,459 which is $18,029 less than the budgeted $191,488. 

 Our budget is based on our 2015 pledges and when we fall this far behind it is necessary to transfer
 invested money to the checking account to meet salaries, utilities and other basic financial obligations. 
 Not a good idea for the long term financial health of Grace!
  
 At the same time, the Stewardship Committee is completing plans for the October campaign.  It will need
 to meet its goal for the 2016 budget.  Will there be last-minute desperate pleas for funds for either budget
 or is there a better way of showing our strong commitment to God, the Giver of all things?  We must fund
 the ministry needs of Grace through our individual annual commitments, but could we, this year, call it a
 Campaign of Generosity?
  
 We have been talking about the Theology of Stewardship—the Bible teaches us that stewardship is much
 more than just fundraising.  It is about our relationship with God, being thankful for what has been given
 to us and prayerfully considering what we can give back. It is about Time, Talent AND Treasure (note that
 the Bible does not say OR Treasure).  Sometimes we must be practical and immediate and talk about
 Cents and Centsibilities
  
 Pledge payments traditionally drop during summer months due to vacations, travel and lower Church
 attendance, but fixed expenses must continue to be paid. Please try to bring your pledges up to date by
 September 30, the end of the third quarter.  If you did not pledge for 2015, please consider making a
 pledge at this time for just the final quarter.  It is never too late to joyfully and thankfully give back to God. 
 If you will not be paying your pledge until the end of the year or if your financial situation has changed,
 please let Church Administrator know so that the Treasurer and Vestry can plan accordingly.
  
 Most of us pay our pledges by check or cash in envelopes placed in the offering plate and blessed at the
 Altar. That is still a perfect way to pay your pledge. In an effort to make pledge payment easier for some,
 and thereby help our cash-flow, Grace will now accept not only checks from an electronic bill-paying
 service or on-line banking but also credit or debit card payments.  Please consider E-giving and the other
 following financial information when paying your 2015 pledge and making your 2016pledge.
  
 ELECTRONIC BILL PAY: Enthusiastically used by several parishioners, this does not cost the donor or
 the Church a cent and will enable easy payment of pledges on a regular schedule, even when you are
 away.  You can set up a recurring payment for monthly, quarterly or any schedule you choose.  Be sure
 to put your name in the Account Number spot so that the check will be credited to your pledge. If you do
 not pay your bills thru Bill-Pay, you will need to set up an account with either your bank or brokerage firm.
  
 CREDIT CARD PAYMENT:  For the first time, pledges may be paid with a credit or debit card through
 Pay Pal.  To use a credit or debit card go to the Grace Website and follow the directions under
 Stewardship. There is a 2.2% fee to the Church per transaction, so unless the convenience and rewards
 associated with a credit card  are important to you, the Bill-Pay option is probably a better choice.  There
 is a $20.00 minimum or credit card payments.
  
 For most of us, placing our envelopes or checks in the offering plate is an act of worship.  Look for the
 blue Pew Cards indicating that you give electronically.  By placing one of them in the offering plate, you
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 will be joining others at Grace in the communal act of worship.
  
 Remembering that Jesus said, “Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s” you
 should also consider tax implications when paying your pledge. The IRS encourages charitable giving
 through generous deductions. One of the following methods might save you taxes and make giving to
 Grace a little easier.
  
STOCKS AND BONDS:  Appreciated stocks, bonds and mutual funds may be used to pay your pledge
 without incurring any capital gains tax on the appreciation.  Please speak with the Church Administrator
 for specific Information.
  
PREPAYING YOUR  2016 PLEDGE IN 2015:  Several parishioners use this technique to increase the
 size of one year’s charitable deduction. Payments are deductible in the year they are made. Please be
 sure your payment is marked that it is for your 2016 pledge and is in the Church office
 by December 31, 2015
  
IRA CHARITABLE ROLL-OVER:  For the past several years Congress has allowed IRA owners
 over 70 1/2 to exclude up to $100,000 from gross income if distributions are made directly to quaffed
 charities.  The Senate Finance Committee has passed renewal of the Bill. It may be late in
 the year when Congress finally passes it, but you can take advantage of it by executing the transfer from
 the IRA to Grace now.  The Bill will be retroactive for all of 2015.  A good way to lower you taxable
 income and make a gift to Grace. 
  
PLANNED GIVING:  A 2014 Lilly Foundation Philanthropy Report says that most churches recognize  that
 building an endowment is necessary for the financial strength and viability of the Church.  Grace had
 recent generous bequests from Barbara Green and Percy Montique that paid for the  new refrigerator and
 freezer and some of the Cemetery and Grounds expenses.  If you would like to make a larger gift than
 you can from currant income please consider a planned gift in the form of a bequest or charitable life-
income gift. Appreciated securities can be used for life-income gifts, thereby saving you capital gains tax.
 Please talk with Lois Post or Dick Crawford if you are thinking about a planned gift.
  
 During the next six weeks we will be talking a great deal about stewardship and how Grace uses the gifts
 that God gives us to do the work God calls us to do.  In your pledge packet you will find a
 narrative budget that shows in words and pictures how your 2015 pledge is being used.  Please try to
 bring your 2015 pledge up to date and then prayerfully consider what you can gratefully give
 back to God in 2016, to continue God’s work at Grace.  If we all do that, there will be no need for
 frantic, last minute pleas. 
Blessings on your decisions.
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Farm Tour Report
from Tom, Julie, Bill, Stevia and Rachel
What did you do last Saturday? Taxi the kids to the pool? Run errands? Shop for groceries?

 On Saturday, June 13th we all volunteered our day to benefit those in need. Joining with neighbors, area
 businesses, foxhounds, livestock and all that is farm-like. We entertained guests from near and far. A
 good time was had by all. Music filled the air and the warmth of the day will surely carry us all well into
 winter.

 How did we do?  This may, in fact, be our best year yet. The Farm Fest cocktail party and silent auction

 on June 11th netted proceeds of nearly $13,000 – a new record!! – Thanks to the leadership team of Tom
 Brubaker and Anne Young.

 Ad sales hit the $16,000 mark under the guidance of George and Judith Truesdail. Our booklet
 showcasing all of these ads was absolutely beautiful because of our graphic magician, Linda Berry.

 The vendors Paula Grazinni and Kathleen Stock assembled covered everything from exotic teas to
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 wooden bowls from our fallen tree. These efforts added over $3,000 to the proceeds.

 Our Patrons, as always, form the foundation of this event. A record number of Patrons came forward this
 year to donate in excess of $12,000.

 After all is said and done, our net proceeds will exceed $45,000.  The Outreach Committee is currently in
 the process of reviewing applications from non-profits to receive these funds and put this money to work.

 So many of you chose to spend Saturday June 13th making this year’s Grace Church Historic Farm Tour
 a smashing success. Please share in the community pride we all feel knowing that the funds generated
 will be passed on to enrich the lives of so many in need.
  
Sincere Thanks to All of You!
  

Please Save the Date
 for Next Year's Farm Tour

    June 11, 2016   

All Saints Chapel Update by Corky Shackelford
Our protracted efforts to procure approval for the proposed addition are finally drawing near completion.  On
 Wednesday, September 2nd., the county board of supervisors approved our application with most of the particulars
 we had requested.  This was the final public hearing, leaving only applications for the revised site plan to members of
 the county staff and for the well and septic system to the county health department.  I cannot resist mentioning that
 these last two applications, like the many that preceded them, will require further fees.  This brings us to the
 culmination of the application process and hopefully opens the way for construction to begin soon.
  
 As a background summary, All Saints was the beneficiary of most of the estate of Thomas F. Crenshaw, a lifelong
 member of the chapel congregation.  In consultation with Tommy's cousin Bobbi Rudischhauser, another lifelong
 member who has since died, the congegation decided to use the bequest to build an addition consisting of a social
 hall, vesting and storage rooms, and--most needed of all--indoor plumbing for a bathroom and sacristy basin.
  Architectural plans were drawn up by Adams Sutphin, who contributed his services gratis, charging only for his
 employees' work.  The formal application for a building permit was submitted in December, 2014.  That process has
 been prolonged by multi-layered approval requirements and by the discovery on the site of field stones that some
 suspected might be very old grave markers.  We have been guided through the incredibly complicated procedure by
 Marcia Joseph, who has acted as our professional facilitator.  Ralph Dammann has agreed to be our builder.
  
 Financial resources have consisted of the bequest, the chapel's residual funds, a grant from the Diocese of Virginia's
 Peter J. Lee fund, and very generous gifts from communicants of All Saints and Grace, along with other donors.
  These funds were deemed sufficient for the construction as originally planned, but fees and permitting requirements
 have drained away a significant portion thus far.
  
 We are excitedly anticipating this much-needed and attractive addition. We hope that all Grace Church congregants
 will join our small congregation for a service there when it is completed.
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Cabin in the Field
 We wish to thank the people who sent in their ideas as to how the cabin on the church’s field might be used, if
 possible. If anyone else has any additional ideas we’d love to hear from you.
 The vestry has approved of having the cabin reviewed to see if there are any major structural problems with it.  We
 are looking for volunteers with a structural engineering, home inspection, home construction, or similar background to
 help with this.  The cabin is about 350 square feet so it should not take more than an hour to review it.  If you are able
 to help out with this or have any other interest in the cabin, then please contact Jim Hobbs at
 jamesrhobbs@comcast.net or 434-244-2790. 

The ECW fall rummage saletakes place on October 7th.
 You are asked to start bringing items to be sold and put them in the Robinson room.We will accept things through
 October 5th. No TV's or electronics, please.

  Thanks.
       Mary Aston Shackelford, ECW President

PLANT BULBS NOW FOR INDOOR AND OUTDOOR BLOOMS and HELP THE GROUNDS
 COMMITTEE RAISE FUNDS
by Kathleen Stock
  

mailto:jamesrhobbs@comcast.net
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 The Grounds Committee at Grace has undertaken a fundraising project to raise money to
 beautify the grounds at Grace by participating in Brent and Becky's Bloomin’ Bucks fundraising
 program.  It's as easy as designating Grace when you order bulbs from Brent and Becky's
 Bulbs.  For generations, the bulbs from Brent and Becky's Bulbs have been of the highest
 quality and have been adding color to landscapes all over the country.  Adding colorful blooms
 from Brent and Becky's Bulbs to your landscape helps Grace.

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS:
 1. Using an internet browser, go to http://www.bloomingbucks.com/.  

 2. Next, click on the box that reads, “Select an Organization to support” and scroll to select
 Grace Episcopal Church.  Once Grace Episcopal Church is highlighted press “Go!”  and this will
 automatically navigate you to the Brent and Becky’s Bulb website where you can place your
 orders. 

 3. Using the Brent and Becky’s website you can place orders for bulbs, plants, books and
 garden tools and 25% of proceeds will be returned to Grace to be used for the beautification of
 the grounds at Grace.

 Remember, use Grace Episcopal Church when you order.
  
 Thank you for your support.

  

Intercessory Prayer
  
 Several months ago we asked anyone so inclined to join the newly reconstituted Intercessory Prayer group.   Our
 intention is for every active parishioner to be in the prayers of at least one intercessor on a regular basis.  In the
 Gospels, Jesus’ concern for the healing of others is the bedrock of intercessory prayer.  Similarly, the apostle Paul
 prays for new Christians with thanksgiving and invites Christians to pray for one another.  Intercessory prayer
 participates in the mysterious work of God in the world.  We’re now a group of fourteen, but a growing congregation
 means a few more intercessors would make the prayer web even stronger.   If you’d like to become an intercessor, or
 would just like to know more about intercessory prayer, please speak to Miles, our mentor and guide in this ministry,
 or to one of the current intercessors.   
  
             Stevia Anda                        Em Cummings            Suzanne Nash
             Jennifer Nickerson               Lois Post                    Lisa Ray
             Mary Aston Shackelford       Judy Shirley               Margaret Wachenfeld
             Stephen Wachenfeld            Alison Walden            Karen Whitcomb
             Kathie Woods                      Betty Zavertnik
  
             

 Grace Episcopal Church

http://www.bloomingbucks.com/
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 Rector: The Rev. G. Miles Smith
 Priest Associate: The Rev. Carol Sims

 Deacon: The Rev. Don Cady
 Dir. Of Christian Ed.: Suzanne Nash

 Dir. Of Music: Michael Latsko
 Parish Administrator: Angie Wilfong

 Assistant Parish Administrator: Larry Tharpe
 Sexton: Kim Ritchie

 Grace Quarterly Editor: Jennifer Nickerson
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